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John Ciardi Divine Comedy john ciardi divine comedy: Exploring the Poet’s Interpretation
of Dante’s Masterpiece The name John Ciardi is synonymous with poetic mastery, literary
scholarship, and a profound ability to make classical works accessible to modern readers.
Among his many contributions to literature, his interpretation and translation of Dante
Alighieri’s Divine Comedy stand out as a remarkable fusion of scholarly insight and
poetic sensitivity. Ciardi’s Divine Comedy is not merely a translation but a vibrant
retelling that captures the essence, allegory, and spiritual depth of Dante’s original work.
This article explores John Ciardi’s approach to Dante’s epic, the features of his
translation, and its significance in the landscape of literary translation and
interpretation. --- Understanding John Ciardi’s Approach to the Divine Comedy
Biographical Context and Literary Background John Ciardi (1916-1986) was an American
poet, translator, and educator renowned for his clear and engaging poetic voice. His
deep love for Dante’s work was cultivated through meticulous study and a desire to
bridge the gap between medieval Italian poetry and contemporary readers. Ciardi’s
background as a poet and translator shaped his approach, emphasizing accessibility
without sacrificing the richness of Dante’s original themes. Philosophy and Methodology
in Translation Ciardi believed that translating a poetic masterpiece involved more than
converting words—it required capturing the spirit, tone, and rhythm. His translation of
the Divine Comedy reflects a commitment to: Faithfulness to the original text: retaining
Dante’s imagery, allegory, and thematic depth. Poetic integrity: preserving the lyrical
quality and flow of Dante’s terza rima. Accessibility: making the work understandable
and engaging for modern readers without oversimplification. Interpretative insight:
offering commentary and notes that illuminate Dante’s references and symbolism. ---
Features of John Ciardi’s Divine Comedy Translation 2 Poetic Style and Language One of
Ciardi’s main strengths was his poetic skill. His translation is characterized by: Vivid
imagery: Ciardi’s language vividly captures Dante’s visuals, making scenes come alive.
Rhythmic flow: he employed a natural, musical rhythm that echoes Dante’s original
tercets. Accessible diction: the translation is straightforward, avoiding overly archaic or
complex language, which broadens its appeal. Faithful Yet Readable While maintaining
fidelity to Dante’s structure and themes, Ciardi’s translation is notably readable. He
balances poetic fidelity with clarity, ensuring that: Readers can follow Dante’s journey
through Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise withoutl. prior knowledge of medieval Italian. The
allegories and metaphors are explained and contextualized in footnotes and2.
commentary. The tone remains reverent yet approachable, inviting readers into Dante’s
spiritual3. exploration. Annotations and Commentary A distinctive feature of Ciardi’s
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Divine Comedy is his extensive scholarly apparatus. His notes and introductions provide:
Historical context about Dante and medieval Italy. Explanations of complex allegories
and symbolism. Discussion of theological and philosophical themes woven into the poem.
This scholarly component makes Ciardi’s version especially valuable for students,
scholars, and general readers seeking deeper understanding. --- The Significance of John
Ciardi’s Divine Comedy Bridging Medieval and Modern Literature Ciardi’s translation
opened the door for modern audiences to experience Dante’s Divine Comedy without the
barrier of archaic language or obscure references. His work: Made Dante’s themes of
justice, redemption, and divine love relevant to contemporary readers. 3 Served as a
model for subsequent translations that aim for both fidelity and accessibility. Educational
Impact Many educators have used Ciardi’s Divine Comedy in classrooms because of its
clarity and scholarly notes. It helps students: Engage with Dante’s complex ideas more
easily.1. Appreciate the poetic artistry behind the original Italian text.2. Develop a
deeper understanding of medieval literature and philosophy.3. Literary Contributions
and Legacy Ciardi’s translation stands among notable versions of the Divine Comedy due
to its: Blend of poetic artistry and scholarly rigor. Influence on American literary
translation practices. Role in popularizing Dante’s work outside specialized academic
circles. His work continues to inspire readers and writers, underscoring the enduring
relevance of Dante’s exploration of human nature and divine justice. --- Comparison with
Other Translations Versus Robert Pinsky and Allen Mandelbaum While other translators
like Robert Pinsky and Allen Mandelbaum have also produced acclaimed versions,
Ciardi’s translation is distinguished by its: Poetic clarity and natural rhythm. Emphasis
on readability and engagement. Extensive commentary that contextualizes Dante’s
references. Strengths and Limitations Like all translations, Ciardi’'s work has its
strengths and limitations: Strengths: poetic accessibility, scholarly notes, emotional
resonance. Limitations: some purists argue that certain nuances of Dante’s original
language and form are inevitably lost or altered. --- 4 Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of
John Ciardi’s Divine Comedy John Ciardi’s Divine Comedy remains a vital contribution to
the body of Dante translations. It balances poetic beauty with scholarly insight, making
Dante’s epic accessible and compelling for a broad audience. Whether for academic
study, personal enjoyment, or literary appreciation, Ciardi’s interpretation offers a rich,
engaging pathway into Dante’s spiritual universe. In the landscape of Dante translations,
Ciardi’s work stands out as a testament to the power of poetry and scholarship working
in harmony. His Divine Comedy invites modern readers to undertake Dante’s journey
through hell, purgatory, and paradise, with clarity, reverence, and a touch of poetic
magic. It continues to inspire new generations to explore one of the greatest works of
world literature through the lens of a poet who truly understood its soul. QuestionAnswer
What is John Ciardi's approach to translating Dante's Divine Comedy? John Ciardi's
translation of the Divine Comedy emphasizes readability and poetic flow, aiming to make
Dante's complex imagery and themes accessible to a modern audience while retaining
the work's original spirit and depth. How does John Ciardi interpret the themes of
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morality and redemption in his translation of the Divine Comedy? Ciardi focuses on the
moral and spiritual journey of the soul, highlighting Dante's exploration of sin, virtue,
and redemption, and presents these themes in a way that resonates with contemporary
readers, emphasizing human struggle and divine justice. What distinguishes John
Ciardi's translation of the Divine Comedy from other versions? Ciardi's translation is
noted for its poetic fidelity, clarity, and accessibility, blending scholarly rigor with a
poetic voice that captures the vivid imagery and emotional intensity of Dante's original
work. Has John Ciardi's translation of the Divine Comedy influenced modern
interpretations or adaptations? Yes, Ciardi's translation has been influential in bringing
Dante's masterpiece to a broader audience, inspiring adaptations in various media and
scholarly discussions about Dante's relevance in contemporary culture. What is the
significance of John Ciardi's commentary in his translation of the Divine Comedy?
Ciardi's commentary provides valuable contextual insights, explanations of complex
allegories, and historical background, helping readers deepen their understanding of
Dante's intricate poetry and theological themes. John Ciardi’s Divine Comedy: A
Contemporary Journey Through Dante’s Masterpiece John Ciardi Divine Comedy stands
as a remarkable intersection of classical literature and modern poetic sensibility. An
accomplished poet, translator, and scholar, Ciardi’'s interpretation of Dante Alighieri's
“Divine Comedy” is celebrated for its accessibility, fidelity to original text, and poetic
elegance. Rooted in a profound understanding of John Ciardi Divine Comedy 5 Dante’s
medieval worldview, Ciardi’s version breathes new life into the epic journey through
Hell, Purgatory, and Paradise, making it approachable for contemporary readers while
maintaining scholarly rigor. This article explores Ciardi’s unique approach to translating
and interpreting the “Divine Comedy,” examining his methodology, influence, and the
enduring significance of his work within both literary and academic circles. --- The
Legacy of Dante and the Need for a Modern Translation Dante’s “Divine Comedy”: A
Brief Overview Written in the early 14th century, Dante Alighieri’s “Divine Comedy” is
widely regarded as one of the greatest works of world literature. An allegorical epic, it
chronicles Dante’s own spiritual journey through the afterlife, guided by the Roman poet
Virgil and later by Beatrice. The poem is divided into three parts: - Inferno (Hell):
Descent into the infernal realm to witness the punishments of the damned. - Purgatorio
(Purgatory): A mountain representing purification and spiritual growth. - Paradiso
(Paradise): The ascent into divine bliss and union with God. Its complex structure, rich
symbolism, and theological depth have made it a challenging read for modern audiences,
especially when rendered into English. The Challenges of Translation Translating Dante
involves more than linguistic conversion; it requires capturing the poem’s intricate
allegories, the musicality of its terza rima rhyme scheme, and its profound theological
and philosophical insights. Historically, translators such as Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, Dorothy Sayers, and Robert Pinsky have attempted to interpret Dante’s
work, but each faced the challenge of balancing fidelity with readability. By the mid-20th
century, the need for a translation that could resonate with a modern readership while
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honoring Dante’s original artistry became evident. Enter John Ciardi, whose translation
and commentary sought to bridge this gap. -- - John Ciardi’s Approach to the Divine
Comedy A Poet’s Perspective: Fidelity and Accessibility John Ciardi, renowned for his
lyric poetry and mastery of the English language, approached Dante’s epic with a dual
goal: to preserve the grandeur and complexity of the original while making it accessible
and engaging for contemporary readers. His translation is characterized by: - Clarity of
language: Ciardi’s English aims to mirror Dante’s poetic spirit without sacrificing
readability. - Poetic integrity: He employs a flexible form that captures the rhythmic and
tonal qualities of the original, even if it diverges from the strict terza rima. - Contextual
commentary: Ciardi’s extensive notes and essays provide readers with historical,
theological, and literary background, enriching their understanding. Methodology and
Translation Philosophy Ciardi’s translation philosophy was rooted in a deep respect for
Dante’s artistry. He believed that translation should be more than mere word
substitution; it must evoke the original’s mood, tone, and thematic depth. His key
principles included: - Faithfulness to meaning: Prioritizing the original poem’s core
messages and allegories. - Poetic adaptation: Recasting Dante’s verses in a way that
preserves their musicality and emotional impact. - Informed interpretation: Incorporating
his scholarly insights into the translation process to clarify complex passages. His work
often involved balancing the constraints of rhyme and meter John Ciardi Divine Comedy
6 with the need to convey Dante’s layered symbolism, leading to innovative poetic
solutions. --- The Structure and Content of Ciardi’s Divine Comedy Volume Composition
and Format Ciardi’s “Divine Comedy” was published as a comprehensive volume,
including: - The full text of Dante’s poem, translated into flowing English. - Extensive
footnotes explaining historical references, theological concepts, and literary symbolism. -
An introductory essay outlining Dante’s life, the poem’s significance, and Ciardi’s
translation approach. This format makes the work both a poetic rendition and an
educational resource, appealing to both casual readers and scholars. Highlights of
Ciardi’s Translation Style Some distinctive features of Ciardi’s translation include: - Vivid
Imagery: His choice of words brings Dante’s scenes to life vividly, e.g., describing Hell’s
torments or Paradise’s celestial splendors with poetic clarity. - Rhythmic Flow: Although
not strictly adhering to terza rima, Ciardi’s lines often emulate the poem’s musicality,
helping readers experience its lyrical qualities. - Accessible Language: He avoids overly
archaic diction, favoring contemporary expressions that resonate with modern
audiences. Notable Passages and Interpretations Ciardi’s translation is especially praised
for its handling of complex allegories, such as: - The Gates of Hell: Emphasizing the
despair and finality of Dante’s Hell. - The Mountain of Purgatory: Highlighting themes of
hope, repentance, and spiritual growth. - The Beatific Vision: Conveying the ineffable
experience of divine union in Paradise. His commentary often clarifies obscure
references, making Dante’s dense symbolism more approachable. --- Influence and
Critical Reception Academic and Literary Impact Ciardi’s “Divine Comedy” has been
influential in several ways: - Bridging scholarship and poetry: His work is appreciated
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both for its scholarly depth and poetic beauty. - Educational use: Many university courses
adopt his translation for its clarity and interpretive notes. - Revitalizing interest: His
accessible language has opened Dante’s masterpiece to a broader audience, inspiring
new generations of readers. Critical Perspectives While widely praised, some critics note
that Ciardi’s translation, due to its freedom from strict rhyme constraints, sometimes
diverges from the original’s formal structure. However, many argue that his priority was
capturing the poem’s spirit rather than slavishly following its form. His interpretive
commentary has also been lauded for its depth, though some scholars prefer more literal
translations for detailed textual analysis. - -- The Enduring Significance of Ciardi’s Divine
Comedy A Gateway for Modern Readers Ciardi’s translation functions as a literary
gateway, enabling readers unfamiliar with medieval Italian or theological discourse to
engage with Dante’s profound vision of justice, morality, and divine love. His poetic
sensibility ensures that the emotional and spiritual core of the “Divine Comedy” remains
accessible. A Model for Literary Translation His approach exemplifies the balancing act
of translation: respecting original artistry while adapting to the linguistic and cultural
context of the target audience. Ciardi’s work underscores the importance of interpretive
fidelity, poetic innovation, and educational clarity in translating complex literary works.
Continued Relevance Today, Ciardi’s “Divine John Ciardi Divine Comedy 7 Comedy”
continues to be a respected version, often cited in academic studies, anthologies, and
adaptations. Its influence extends beyond literary circles, shaping how modern readers
understand and appreciate Dante’s timeless epic. --- Conclusion John Ciardi’s divine
comedy stands as a testament to the enduring power of translation and poetic
interpretation. By blending scholarly insight with poetic craftsmanship, Ciardi created a
version of Dante’s masterpiece that is both faithful and accessible. His work invites
readers into the profound spiritual journey of Dante’s Inferno, Purgatorio, and Paradiso,
offering a contemporary lens through which to explore the universal themes of human
morality, divine justice, and spiritual enlightenment. As both a literary achievement and
an educational bridge, Ciardi’s “Divine Comedy” remains a vital resource, inspiring new
readers to traverse the eternal landscapes of Dante’s vision with clarity and wonder.
John Ciardi, Divine Comedy, Dante Alighieri, Italian poetry, translation, epic poetry,
literary criticism, Italian literature, Dante translation, poetic translation
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5. What the advantage of interactive eBooks?
Interactive eBooks incorporate multimedia
elements, quizzes, and activities, enhancing
the reader engagement and providing a more
immersive learning experience.

Right here, we have countless ebook John
Ciardi Divine Comedy and collections to
check out. We additionally have the funds
for variant types and along with type of the
books to browse. The conventional book,

. L . . .o 6. John Ciardi Divine Comedy is one of the best
fiction, history, novel, scientific research, ] Y

as capably as various extra sorts of books
are readily simple here. As this John Ciardi
Divine Comedy, it ends stirring inborn one
of the favored book John Ciardi Divine
Comedy collections that we have. This is
why you remain in the best website to see
the amazing ebook to have.

1.

How do I know which eBook platform is the
best for me? Finding the best eBook platform
depends on your reading preferences and
device compatibility. Research different
platforms, read user reviews, and explore
their features before making a choice.

. Are free eBooks of good quality? Yes, many

reputable platforms offer high-quality free
eBooks, including classics and public domain
works. However, make sure to verify the
source to ensure the eBook credibility.

. Can I read eBooks without an eReader?

Absolutely! Most eBook platforms offer
webbased readers or mobile apps that allow
you to read eBooks on your computer, tablet,
or smartphone.

How do I avoid digital eye strain while
reading eBooks? To prevent digital eye strain,
take regular breaks, adjust the font size and
background color, and ensure proper lighting
while reading eBooks.

book in our library for free trial. We provide
copy of John Ciardi Divine Comedy in digital
format, so the resources that you find are
reliable. There are also many Ebooks of
related with John Ciardi Divine Comedy.

. Where to download John Ciardi Divine

Comedy online for free? Are you looking for
John Ciardi Divine Comedy PDF? This is
definitely going to save you time and cash in
something you should think about. If you
trying to find then search around for online.
Without a doubt there are numerous these
available and many of them have the freedom.
However without doubt you receive whatever
you purchase. An alternate way to get ideas is
always to check another John Ciardi Divine
Comedy. This method for see exactly what
may be included and adopt these ideas to your
book. This site will almost certainly help you
save time and effort, money and stress. If you
are looking for free books then you really
should consider finding to assist you try this.

. Several of John Ciardi Divine Comedy are for

sale to free while some are payable. If you
arent sure if the books you would like to
download works with for usage along with
your computer, it is possible to download free
trials. The free guides make it easy for
someone to free access online library for
download books to your device. You can get
free download on free trial for lots of books

John Ciardi Divine Comedy



John Ciardi Divine Comedy

10.

11.

12.

13.

categories.

Our library is the biggest of these that have
literally hundreds of thousands of different
products categories represented. You will also
see that there are specific sites catered to
different product types or categories, brands
or niches related with John Ciardi Divine
Comedy. So depending on what exactly you
are searching, you will be able to choose e
books to suit your own need.

Need to access completely for Campbell
Biology Seventh Edition book? Access Ebook
without any digging. And by having access to
our ebook online or by storing it on your
computer, you have convenient answers with
John Ciardi Divine Comedy To get started
finding John Ciardi Divine Comedy, you are
right to find our website which has a
comprehensive collection of books online. Our
library is the biggest of these that have
literally hundreds of thousands of different
products represented. You will also see that
there are specific sites catered to different
categories or niches related with John Ciardi
Divine Comedy So depending on what exactly
you are searching, you will be able tochoose
ebook to suit your own need.

Thank you for reading John Ciardi Divine
Comedy. Maybe you have knowledge that,
people have search numerous times for their
favorite readings like this John Ciardi Divine
Comedy, but end up in harmful downloads.

Rather than reading a good book with a cup of
coffee in the afternoon, instead they juggled
with some harmful bugs inside their laptop.

John Ciardi Divine Comedy is available in our
book collection an online access to it is set as
public so you can download it instantly. Our
digital library spans in multiple locations,
allowing you to get the most less latency time
to download any of our books like this one.
Merely said, John Ciardi Divine Comedy is
universally compatible with any devices to
read.

Hello to mandaawards.finance-
monthly.com, your stop for a wide
collection of John Ciardi Divine Comedy
PDF eBooks. We are devoted about making
the world of literature available to every
individual, and our platform is designed to
provide you with a seamless and pleasant
for title eBook getting experience.

At mandaawards.finance-monthly.com, our
aim is simple: to democratize knowledge
and cultivate a passion for reading John
Ciardi Divine Comedy. We are convinced
that each individual should have access to
Systems Analysis And Planning Elias M
Awad eBooks, covering diverse genres,
topics, and interests. By providing John
Ciardi Divine Comedy and a wide-ranging
collection of PDF eBooks, we endeavor to
strengthen readers to investigate, learn,
and plunge themselves in the world of
literature.

In the wide realm of digital literature,
uncovering Systems Analysis And Design
Elias M Awad haven that delivers on both
content and user experience is similar to
stumbling upon a concealed treasure. Step
into mandaawards.finance-monthly.com,
John Ciardi Divine Comedy PDF eBook
download haven that invites readers into a
realm of literary marvels. In this John
Ciardi Divine Comedy assessment, we will
explore the intricacies of the platform,
examining its features, content variety,
user interface, and the overall reading
experience it pledges.

At the heart of mandaawards.finance-
monthly.com lies a diverse collection that
spans genres, serving the voracious

John Ciardi Divine Comedy



John Ciardi Divine Comedy

appetite of every reader. From classic
novels that have endured the test of time
to contemporary page-turners, the library
throbs with vitality. The Systems Analysis
And Design Elias M Awad of content is
apparent, presenting a dynamic array of
PDF eBooks that oscillate between
profound narratives and quick literary
getaways.

One of the characteristic features of
Systems Analysis And Design Elias M Awad
is the organization of genres, forming a
symphony of reading choices. As you travel
through the Systems Analysis And Design
Elias M Awad, you will discover the
complexity of options — from the
systematized complexity of science fiction
to the rhythmic simplicity of romance. This
assortment ensures that every reader,
irrespective of their literary taste, finds
John Ciardi Divine Comedy within the
digital shelves.

In the realm of digital literature, burstiness
is not just about diversity but also the joy
of discovery. John Ciardi Divine Comedy
excels in this interplay of discoveries.
Regular updates ensure that the content
landscape is ever-changing, introducing
readers to new authors, genres, and
perspectives. The unpredictable flow of
literary treasures mirrors the burstiness
that defines human expression.

An aesthetically appealing and user-
friendly interface serves as the canvas
upon which John Ciardi Divine Comedy
depicts its literary masterpiece. The
website's design is a reflection of the
thoughtful curation of content, providing

an experience that is both visually
appealing and functionally intuitive. The
bursts of color and images coalesce with
the intricacy of literary choices, creating a
seamless journey for every visitor.

The download process on John Ciardi
Divine Comedy is a harmony of efficiency.
The user is welcomed with a simple
pathway to their chosen eBook. The
burstiness in the download speed assures
that the literary delight is almost
instantaneous. This seamless process
corresponds with the human desire for
quick and uncomplicated access to the
treasures held within the digital library.

A critical aspect that distinguishes
mandaawards.finance-monthly.com is its
commitment to responsible eBook
distribution. The platform rigorously
adheres to copyright laws, guaranteeing
that every download Systems Analysis And
Design Elias M Awad is a legal and ethical
undertaking. This commitment adds a layer
of ethical complexity, resonating with the
conscientious reader who values the
integrity of literary creation.

mandaawards.finance-monthly.com doesn't
just offer Systems Analysis And Design
Elias M Awad; it fosters a community of
readers. The platform supplies space for
users to connect, share their literary
ventures, and recommend hidden gems.
This interactivity injects a burst of social
connection to the reading experience,
raising it beyond a solitary pursuit.

In the grand tapestry of digital literature,
mandaawards.finance-monthly.com stands

John Ciardi Divine Comedy



John Ciardi Divine Comedy

as a dynamic thread that blends complexity
and burstiness into the reading journey.
From the fine dance of genres to the swift
strokes of the download process, every
aspect echoes with the dynamic nature of
human expression. It's not just a Systems
Analysis And Design Elias M Awad eBook
download website; it's a digital oasis where
literature thrives, and readers embark on a
journey filled with pleasant surprises.

We take joy in curating an extensive
library of Systems Analysis And Design
Elias M Awad PDF eBooks, meticulously
chosen to cater to a broad audience.
Whether you're a fan of classic literature,
contemporary fiction, or specialized non-
fiction, you'll uncover something that
engages your imagination.

Navigating our website is a breeze. We've
crafted the user interface with you in mind,
guaranteeing that you can easily discover
Systems Analysis And Design Elias M Awad
and get Systems Analysis And Design Elias
M Awad eBooks. Our search and
categorization features are user-friendly,
making it straightforward for you to find
Systems Analysis And Design Elias M
Awad.

mandaawards.finance-monthly.com is
devoted to upholding legal and ethical
standards in the world of digital literature.
We focus on the distribution of John Ciardi
Divine Comedy that are either in the public
domain, licensed for free distribution, or
provided by authors and publishers with
the right to share their work. We actively
dissuade the distribution of copyrighted
material without proper authorization.

10

Quality: Each eBook in our selection is
carefully vetted to ensure a high standard
of quality. We intend for your reading
experience to be enjoyable and free of
formatting issues.

Variety: We continuously update our
library to bring you the newest releases,
timeless classics, and hidden gems across
genres. There's always something new to
discover.

Community Engagement: We value our
community of readers. Engage with us on
social media, discuss your favorite reads,
and join in a growing community dedicated
about literature.

Regardless of whether you're a passionate
reader, a student in search of study
materials, or an individual venturing into
the world of eBooks for the first time,
mandaawards.finance-monthly.com is here
to provide to Systems Analysis And Design
Elias M Awad. Follow us on this literary
adventure, and allow the pages of our
eBooks to transport you to fresh realms,
concepts, and encounters.

We comprehend the thrill of uncovering
something novel. That is the reason we
frequently update our library, ensuring you
have access to Systems Analysis And
Design Elias M Awad, renowned authors,
and concealed literary treasures. On each
visit, look forward to fresh possibilities for
your perusing John Ciardi Divine Comedy.

Appreciation for selecting
mandaawards.finance-monthly.com as your
reliable destination for PDF eBook

John Ciardi Divine Comedy



John Ciardi Divine Comedy

downloads. Happy perusal of Systems Analysis And Design Elias M Awad

11 John Ciardi Divine Comedy



John Ciardi Divine Comedy

12

John Ciardi Divine Comedy



